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Trust in The Sovereignty of God

Pastor Keh Yeong Tan

Psalms 135:5-6 (ESV) says, “For | know that committee arranged for Jessica and me to visit

the LORD is great, and that our Lord is above
all gods. Whatever the LORD pleases, he does,
in heaven and on earth, in the seas and all
deeps.”

God has a wonderful plan for each of His
beloved children. Last August, 2016, | saw an
online advertisement about CBCCS searching
for a senior pastor. | was excited about it. It
was through a friend’s friend that my resume
was sent to Pastor Ying Kit Wong (Miami), and
then to Deacon Samuel. In September, the
search committee had a few telephone inter-
views with me. We all felt good to move for-
ward with the search process and the search

the church. Since we had already planned a
short-term mission trip to Asia, the church visit
was scheduled prior to our trip.

A few days before the visit to Fort Lauder-
dale, it was forecasted that Hurricane Matthew
would land in the Miami-Fort Lauderdale area
about the same time we were to arrive. What a
coincidence! We were praying and even con-
templating postponing the visit. However, after
consulting with Deacon Samuel, | changed the
flight from Thursday to Friday, which was one
day after Matthew’s passing. Jessica and | had
never experienced a hurricane and did not
know what to expect. When we landed at FLL
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airport, we were surprised to see no traces of hurricane damage in the area.
According to Deacon Samuel, Hurricane Matthew moved eastward 100 miles
toward the sea and spared the Miami-Fort Lauderdale area. It was a miracle!
The Lord had cleared the way for us! | believed God’s mighty hands were con-
trolling the weather so that we could go through the first church visit success-
fully and without delay.

Immediately after the Coral Springs’ visit, Jessica and | went to Thailand
for a month. Besides the mission work, it was a period of praying and waiting
for God’s guidance. Jessica wasn’t sure if the senior pastor position would fit
me well because | had been away from church ministry for over a year and
had no prior senior pastor experience. Even though | was excited about this
new ministry opportunity, | believed if it was truly God’s will, then both of us
should have the same conviction. The Lord is the Master of the harvest, and
He is responsible for sending His servant to his harvest. Though the final out-
come of serving at CBCCS was not certain, | had His peace in my heart. In His
sovereign will, He could change Jessica’s heart.

After we returned from the short-term mission trip, the search committee
again decided to invite us for a second church visit. At that time, Jessica’s con-
cerns about me serving at CBCCS remained unchanged, but | did assure her
that | would discuss her concerns with the search committee and would not
make a decision without her full consent. The waiting continued! | was thank-
ful that Jessica trusted in God’s sovereignty and she agreed to pray for God’s
will be done!

The second visit was a turning point for both of us. We appreciated the
openness and intimate fellowship we had with some brothers and sisters, and
staff. We understood the mission at CBCCS that God had for us and how both
of us could utilize our gifts to serve Him. We also learned about some of the
challenges and difficulties that CBCCS faced. It was by His grace that we did
not feel discouraged, but rather we felt peaceful and passionate about serving
at CBCCS. How true it is that a person’s heart “is [like] a stream of water in
the hand of the LORD; he turns it wherever he will” (Proverbs 21:1).

| had recently preached from lsaiah 40:27-31, those who wait for the Lord
(or trust in the Lord) shall renew their strength. When we are willing to de-
pend on the Lord for His guidance and accept His will for our lives, we shall
be strengthened. If | insisted on my own desire, my marriage relationship
would definitely have suffered. However, if the Lord will, He will bring his
plan to completion. Nothing can stop the almighty God! Therefore, | thank
God for a lesson in life to trust in His sovereignty. In Him we shall find peace
and understanding. We are blessed to be here at CBCCS. Glory be to the Lord!
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Support One Another

(Senior Pastor Installation on 03/12/17)
Pastor Ying Kit Wong

1 Corinthians 4:1-5
This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as those en-
trusted with the mysteries God has revealed. Now it is required that those who have
been given a trust must prove faithful. I care very little if I am judged by you or by
any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. My conscience is clear, but
that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore judge
nothing before the appointed time; wait until the Lord comes. He will bring to light
what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of the heart. At that time
each will receive their praise from God. ”

Brothers and sisters, first I would like to thank God that you have found Pastor
Tan to lead your church. Pastor Tan, I also want to congratulate you that God has called
you here to serve this church. This is indeed a joyful day for the church, and I am hon-
ored to preach God’s word on this occasion.

As a new pastor comes to town, normally the congregation will have high ex-
pectations for the pastor; and the new pastor will also have high expectations for him-
self and the church. Let me ask you this question: “What are your expectations for the
pastor?” Some may say ‘“‘strong leadership”; some, “leading the church to grow”; some,
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“powerful preaching.” These expecta-
tions are common, and reasonable. But
sometimes, I believe that we focus too
much on the side of a pastor’s perfor-
mances and talents and we forget that to
God there is something more fundamen-
tal for a pastor. What’s that?

Let’s look at the first two verses
of today’s passage:

This, then, is how you ought to re-
gard us: as servants of Christ and as
those entrusted with the mysteries
God has revealed. Now it is re-
quired that those who have been giv-
en a trust must prove faithful.

Here Paul urges the believers in
Corinth to regard them as ministers of
Christ and those who are entrusted with
God’s truth. So basically Paul sees him-
self as God’s servant. He has a duty to
fulfill. I don’t know how you see a pas-
tor or how a pastor sees himself. But to
me, although, in a broader sense, every
Christian is a Christ’s servant, pastors
are more often considered as or referred
to as God’s servants or ministers. They
are called to dedicate their lives to serve
the Lord in the church or other ministry
contexts. If pastors are servants, what
should be their most important charac-
ter? According to today’s passage, it is
being faithful.

We Christians talk about being
faithful a lot. But what does it mean?
The word carries the meanings of being
dependable and reliable. In terms of the
relationship between a master and a
servant, being faithful for a servant
means that the servant is trying his best
to fulfill what the master has entrusted
him to do. This is what a faithful pastor
needs to do: understand his calling and
try his best to fulfill what God has called
him to do. This truth should be easy to
understand.

Some of you are owners of a
business or a restaurant or a company.
When you hire an employee, what kind
of person do you want? You want some-
one who is dependable and reliable,
right? You want someone who will try
his best to accomplish the tasks you

Page 9

have given him, right? This is what God
wants from His servants. Mother Teresa
once said: “God has not called me to be
successful. He has called me to be faith-
ful.” It’s true. In the Bible, God calls
people to be faithful not successful.

Take Isaiah as an example.
When God called Isaiah to deliver his
messages to the Israelites, He already
knew that the Israelites wouldn’t listen
to Isaiah nor his messages. He was not
successful according to the world’s per-
spective. But for God, Isaiah successful-
ly fulfilled his tasks by delivering the
messages faithfully. Even our Lord Jesus
Christ, when he was nailed on the cross,
not many of His disciples were around
Him. Again, for many, He failed. But we
all know that our Lord successfully ac-
complished His tasks faithfully by sav-
ing the sinners with his blood and giving
them new lives.

Brothers and sisters, if God calls
people to be faithful but not successful, |
believe that we should also expect our
pastors to be faithful but not necessarily
successful. And as pastors, we should
also try our best to be faithful not neces-
sarily successful.

But as pastors, how do we know
that we are faithful? Being faithful has
many indicators. Here are some.

A faithful pastor works hard: A faith-
ful servant always works hard. Now, |
am not talking about a pastor should
work up to 60 hours a week that kind of
thing. But a faithful pastor is always
well prepared for what he does. He is
well prepared in preaching, leading the
Bible study and other duties. He spent
time on his ministries.

A faithful pastor continues to develop
his gifts: A faithful pastor always wants
to get better to serve our Lord better be-
cause he believes that God always de-
serves better.

A faithful pastor sets good examples:
A faithful pastor is not just the one who
talks the talk but also the one who walks
the walk. He is not just a preacher but he
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is also a servant serving among people
like Jesus.

\4

A faithful pastor cares about the bene-
fits of the church: A faithful pastor
doesn’t care too much about his own
benefits but the benefits of the whole
church. So his decisions are always mo-
tivated by making the church better.

How can brothers and sisters
help a pastor to be faithful? It’s hard to
help someone to be faithful, but we can
encourage him. Just tell him how much
you appreciate his teaching and preach-
ing. Tell him that you notice how much
time he must have taken for preparing
the lessons. If you see some improve-
ment in his serving, just tell him you
have noticed that. If you see your pastor
sets a good example, just tell him that
his example has a good influence. I am
not telling you to flatter your pastors
even when you don’t mean it. I am tell-
ing you to show your appreciation when
you sincerely think so.

So, being faithful should be a
pastor’s life style. That means a pastor
should try to be faithful all the time and
in every aspect of his life. As a pastor
myself, I know how many things a pas-
tor needs to take care of in a church. But
there are three things in ministries that
pastors should always try their best to
stay faithful to. They are caring, preach-
ing and teaching.

, &

viv

ViV

viv
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Caring:

As Christians, we all know that LOVE is
the center of our faith. God cares about
us. That’s why He sent His only Son
Jesus Christ to come down to earth to
save us. We call this incarnation. I be-
lieve that a pastor should also care about
his congregation like a shepherd caring
for his sheep. He should serve not just in
the office but among people. Caring
should not just happen in counseling
sections or in preaching; it happens in
our regular interactions with people. 1
have to confess caring takes a lot out of
you. But this is what God has called us
to do, so stay faithful.

ViV

viv

viv
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Preaching:

Preaching is a privilege for a pastor. It
provides a great opportunity for a pastor
to proclaim God’s truth. A faithful pas-
tor, on the one hand, should never use
the pulpit to achieve his own agenda or
attack certain people personally. But on
the other hand, he should never be afraid
to speak the truth, even if that truth
would offend certain people. Preaching
is an art. It’s hard to do it well all the
time. But at the very least, a pastor
should always stay faithful in delivering
the truth. Let God’s word change peo-
ple’s hearts.

Teaching: Teaching is closely related to
preaching. In preaching, there is teach-
ing. In teaching, there is preaching. Alt-
hough the ways of teaching and preach-
ing may be different, they both are used
to deliver God’s truth. A pastor, as a
teacher and preacher, has great responsi-
bilities. He needs to closely study God’s
word in order to teach others. He is also
the primary one who detects other false
teachings in the church and corrects
them.

Let’s all remember the charge that Paul
gives Timothy in 2 Timothy 4:2:

Preach the word, be prepared in sea-
son and out of season, correct, re-
buke and encourage—with great pa-
tience and careful instruction. “

Will a faithful pastor be loved by
his congregation? Well, more often than
not, yes. But this is not always the case.
I believe that all pastors know that it
doesn’t matter who you are and what
you do, you will not please everyone.
There must be some people in the
church who don’t like you, and even try
to criticize you. The second half of to-
day’s passage may give you comfort.
Let’s look at it.

I care very little if I am judged by you
or by any human court; indeed, I do
not even judge myself. My con-
science is clear, but that does not
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\plief| until the Lord comes. He will bring to appreciate “or “respect.” It doesn’t mat- ]-:
P light what is hidden in darkness and ter which translation you prefer, you G
R will expose the motives of the heart. grasp the gist of the verse. I believe that v,
s At that time each will receive their mna church the pastor and the congrega- rf‘
> ‘ raise from God.” (1 Corinthians 4:3 tion must support one another in order to «~
< p 5) build a health church. The pastor must o

learn to be faithful and be a good shep-
herd. And the congregation must learn to
respect the pastor and follow his lead-
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We all know that Paul is Jesus
Christ’s faithful servant. To us, he is a

o

A VYR

. X ing. If you support one another, I be- v,

QYR surer apostie. But if we study the Bible, lieve that God will bless this church. <
’f.‘ hepis alsoycritlilcized by s’oere of 'the mem- -You Wﬂll? . ef: perience something great )ﬁ‘

i bers in the churches. What is his atti- Hyour caurei. [y

Finally, let us summarize what
we have talked about. First we need to
have a right expectation from a pastor.

tude? His attitude basically is this:
“Well, I don’t care much about this criti-
cism. Although I have a clear conscious,

£
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AR

) ) h ol We shouldn’t focus too much on the Y
N it doesn’t mean ¢ lat I am right or Tam success of a church in a secular sense. 'Y
» .‘ perfect. B‘;t who is going to judge me Instead, we should encourage the pastor ’* <
< pltlmately. God is the one who will to be faithful. The pastor needs to learn ‘\
S judge me. So why do I need to bother o

to stay faithful in different areas espe-
cially in caring, preaching, and teaching.
And the congregation needs to learn to

with people’s criticism?”
Isn’t Paul’s attitude a great atti-
tude? It’s true that a faithful pastor is not

2
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N

iate what th tor d dre-
X always right. But he alwayg has a clean ggggf (l:lliif what the pastor does and re U.
N conscious. He is always trying to do the Pastor Tan, this is a great church. "‘"
)4‘ right things for God and for the church. You are surrounded by a group of won- P

Brothers and sisters, if you know
that your pastor has the right motives,
even though his decisions may not be
the best, try not to criticize him too
much. Be patient with him and show a

derful deacons who are united and will-
ing to work with you to build up this
church. And your staffs are capable,
dedicated, and hard-working. I can as-
sure you that many pastors will admire

O
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.
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N ) little grace. Just remember, one day you here. MV si L %
< . . your resources here. My sincere prayer ’
> ‘ will also be judged not by others but by is that the Holy Spirit will grant you l“

God. So you must be careful as well.
Let me use 1 Thessalonians 5:12
-13 to encourage you:

X

great wisdom to lead the staff to work
with the deacons and to care about the
congregation and that your church will
be used tremendously by God to share

723
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Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, His glorious gospel. v,
N to acknowledge those who work May God bless His church abun- L%
)".‘ hard among you, who care for you in dantly! "'\‘

the Lord and who admonish

you. Hold them in the highest regard
in love because of their work. Live in
peace with each other.”
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’\" Here Paul encourages the broth- r"
(e ers and sisters to acknowledge those o

who work hard among them, who care
for them, and who admonish
them. Those are the pastors in today’s
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Unconditional CookinQQ’

"~ In memory of Sister Kwei Ching Poon
Cassandra Au =

e
There are multiple ways to show your love for someone dear. You
. can say "I love you,” you can buy an expensive gift for them, you can
spend a lifetime together, or you can shower them in hugs and kisses. As
rﬁgry people know, my grandma’s way of saying “I love you” was by cook-
Ing

She made sure my siblings and I knew that she deeply loved us by
constantly cooking or preparing something for us, even when we didn't
want it. For every dish she cooked for us and we enjoyed, there was also a
dish that we refused to eat simply because she would stuff us full, always
making sure we had more than enough to eat. Just as our Heavenly Father
loves us unconditionally to the point where we may miss or reject His love,
my grandma loved us unconditionally even when we were ungrateful or
dismissive of her effort to serve us.

Her love permeated so deeply that even my friends from school and
work who had never met her, knew of her and admired her because of her
desire to love me and prepare tasty meals I could enjoy and share at
school and work. Just as the Lord’s love for us permeates so deeply in our
lives that the people around us take notice and are drawn in, my
grandma’s love made a parallel impact in my life. I am so thankful to the
Lord that He was able to show my grandma how to combine her skillset of | |
cooking with her deep desire to love and give to those around her because?
there have been so many people who have been touched by her love and fl
care.
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I have full confidence in claiming that my grandma has left a Ieggﬁz '
of giving and serving to my siblings and me. Some may say cooking is an
easy task, but through her, I have learned how to serve in the smallest of

ays so that my impact can be maximized. It wasn't her one grand meal
on Chinese New Year that summed up her love for us, but all the break-
fasts she prepared, lunches she packed, dinners she cooked, and fruit she (
cut day after day. Through her unconditional cooking, she has taught me
to unconditionally love. To love and impact even justa fraction of the peo-
ple she has, I would be utterly privileged.* _ ﬁ

m o om om o
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Go therefore, make disciples of all nations

- Summary of Detention Center Ministry
Jasmine Hsun - Translated by Jade Au

I thank God that He has given me
the opportunity to be a part of the Deten-
tion Center ministry (now known as a tran-
sitional center). Before the September 11,
2001 tragedy, Pastor Linus Lau started this
ministry. There was a pastor from the de-
tention center who asked Pastor Lau if our
church could interact with the many Chi-
nese detainees there. At that time, most of
the Chinese detainees were held there be-
cause they did not have the proper paper-
work to be in the United States. They had
very limited communication skills because
they could not speak English, which is why
the pastor of the center asked our church
to visit and talk with them. After September
11, 2001, security became much tighter, so
the center required all of us to get back-
ground checks and fill out appropriate pa-
perwork to be approved before we could
continue doing visits with the detainees.
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This new security protocol was a long and
involved process, which prevented me from
going for some time.

Last year, a sister, Michelle Tang,
asked me if I wanted to rejoin this minis-
try. In Matthew 28:19, it says, "Go there-
fore and make disciples of all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” This
verse convicted me because I realized we
do not have to go all the way to China to
minister to our Chinese brothers and sis-
ters. They were already here, even though
they were here illegally. We had the oppor-
tunity to share the Gospel with them and it
gave them a lot of comfort.

For these detainees, America is not
their home. They have a big cultural and
language barrier. They really need people
who can speak their language to love and
care for them. The detention center for

A
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them is a temporary place. They have options,
like hiring a lawyer to petition for them if they
want to stay in America. They still have to stand
in front of a judge who makes the final decision,
but if the judge rules against them, they must go
back to China immediately. Besides Chinese peo-
ple, the detention center also houses Haitians
and Spanish-speaking people. It is separated into
men and women.

Michelle and I regularly visit the female
Chinese detainees. On average, there are about
6 or 7 of them at one time, but there can be as
many as more than 10’s. There are many more
Chinese men, almost as many as 30 at one time.
Calvary Chapel also visits the detention center
regularly and they hold a Sunday service that is
translated from English to Spanish to Chinese.
However, lately, not many of the Chinese detain-
ees have been coming to the service, so they are
thinking about discontinuing the Chinese transla-
tion and replacing it with Creole instead.

When I first began this ministry, before
9/11, many of the Chinese detainees never
heard of the Gospel. However, this time around,
I discovered that some of them are already
Christian or they have attended church, but they
haven't accepted Christ as their Savior. Others
are either atheist, believe in another religion, or
have never heard of the Gospel. Before last year,
the detention center held a baptism. If people
were willing to accept Jesus and wanted to be
baptized, detainees had the option to be bap-
tized, but now they no longer have this service.
So, some of the detainees were baptized, but
many of them have already left the center.

If I have the day off, I will usually visit
with Michelle on Thursday mornings. We sing
Christian songs, pray, and have Bible study. One
time, we were singing a hymn, "A New You”
and one woman, who was a new believer, was
so touched that she was in tears, as the song:
“you said cloudy day represents your mood,
rainy day reflects your view of life, you said life
is the same every day, no faith for the future,
Jesus can make everything new, Jesus knows
your heart, Jesus can change your old life, Jesus
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loves you, Jesus cares for you, Jesus can give
you a new life.” In the detention center, they do
not have much freedom and their futures are
very uncertain. The hymn really touched her be-
cause it sings about how Jesus can make us new
regardless of our past. He gives us hope for our
future.

There was another woman who attended
for the very first time that day and she was so
touched by it. She regretted not going before
because she was being sent back to China soon.
The day she finally came to our meeting was her
first and unfortunately, her last. Another woman
we visited heard the Gospel for the first time
through our visits. She had been in the detention %
center for many months and felt like in that time,
her heart had changed from what it was before.
She said she used to make decisions based sole-
ly on what she wanted and never considered an-
yone else or their feelings. Through hearing the
Gospel, talking with us, and God working in her
heart, she no longer felt like living her life that
way. She felt more thankful for what she has in
life and appreciates it much more. She does not
care whether she stays in America or has to go
back to China because she has a whole new out-
look on her life.

Michelle and I encourage them to find a
church when they leave the detention center so
they can continue to learn and hear God'’s word
and be in community with fellow believers. We
hope that they will continue to build up their new
faiths and submit their lives to Jesus.

I thank God for all the support from our
brothers and sisters in our church through ser-
vice and prayers. I pray that God would continue
to bless this ministry so that more people would
come to know Him and His Good Word.
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Remembering Mom and Dad

Phoebe Seto Cheung (1924-2015) and Martin Yau Kee Cheung (1921-2015)

When Nina Becerra asked me to forward my speech files from my parents’ memorial services for the church
Home News, I said, “OK” but I guess I wasn’t quite yet ready to revisit the documents to review for publication.
So here they are now. It is my personal hope that these two passages ignite and/or renew a spark in your personal
journey with Christ for He is our one and only eternal hope. Remember God’s faithfulness and all that He has
done for you. God gives us each day as a gift to us to use for His glory. From studying God’s Word, we learn

how we should strive to live.
“I am the Lord your God,

who teaches you what is best for you,

who directs you in the way you should go.”

From my mother’s memorial service:
My father wanted to thank Phoebe for being a part
of his life, for loving him, and receiving his love in
return. He loves her with his whole heart. He never
left her side.

Dear God,

Thank you for giving our family a loving
wife, mother, and grandmother who challenged us
to live for You, God. Mom was a true Proverbs 31
woman. She feared the Lord but was not afraid to
live for the Lord in every aspect of her life. She was
not afraid to die. She said she had peace in her
heart. Thank you for showing me that God has His
perfect timing. Lord, thank you so much for giving
her to us during the past 90 years. We have
learned much from her. We will sense her love
with us always. God, you know how our hearts
ache with her loss. Comfort us and give us the
same strength you gave Mom until we are once
again together with You, God. Bless her grandchil-
dren, Max, Lauren, and Taylor. Let them remember
their grandmother as a Godly woman who loved
the Lord with all her being and as a grandmother
who wanted her grandchildren to continuously
grow in their walk with God. Amen.

Who is Phoebe Seto Cheung?
Who is this smiling, beautiful, courageous, and
vivacious lady that has graced us with her pres-
ence for 90 years?

® What legacy does she leave with us?
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Isaiah 48:17

| can only give a brief glimpse into the life of
my mom. May those of you who knew her cherish
your own personal memories in your heart as | re-
flect.

One day, years back | went by my parents’
home to visit and my mom was very anxious to
show me a lengthy letter that she had just received
from China. | always found it so interesting to hear
about her past and her old friends though she sel-
dom shared those things with me. She would tell
me when | asked about her childhood that those
things have passed and that it was important to
look forward —to look to the future to see what
good things God has in store for us rather than
dwell on the past. She shared with me Jeremiah
29:11 “For | know the plans | have for you,” de-
clares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

But on that particular day, | found that | had
the special opportunity to hear a little bit about her
college days. The letter was from one of her col-
lege professors. Now | have to ask each of you,
how many of your college professors or elemen-
tary school teachers do you remember not only by
face but also by name? | remember distinctly only
a handful of grade school teachers who made an
impression on me. If | were to ask them if they re-
member me now, | doubt that even one would
after 40 years. So close your eyes and imagine now
a professor who remembers one student, Phoebe
Seto, from over 60 years ago well enough to write
a multi-page letter after not keeping in touch previ-
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ously. It would be different if he were one of the
200+ friends and family that she unfailingly sent
correspondence to each Christmas. | loved getting
the mail at home, especially at Christmastime. The
cards came from all over the world with unique
and beautiful stamps, card designs and personal
greetings from classmates, teachers, relatives, pas-
tors, missionaries, and friends. Many of them | had
met when they visited us or when our family trav-
eled. If the correspondence was written in Chi-
nese, | would always have her translate it to me.
So | had a pretty good idea from year to year who
most everyone was. So who was this professor? |
don’t remember anything from him coming to the
house. He was able to find my mom’s address
through her university anniversary member direc-
tory. He wrote this multi-page letter to her and
reminisced about having her in his classes and
what a pleasure it was to have known her as his
student. Wow.

Mom touched so many lives with her mag-
netism, her smile, and her warm personality.
When she worked at the various businesses with
my dad in the US, customers would come in spe-
cifically to see her. If | was there, customers would
ask “Is Phoebe here today? We came especially to
see her! When will she be back? We don’t want to
miss her.” And if they didn’t see her they were
genuinely disappointed and say that next time
they would call first to make sure she was there
before they came because it just wasn’t the same
without her. Astonishing! How did she generate
this type of following among mere acquaintances?
She was gentle, yet strong. She had a love for peo-
ple in her heart and soul. When she talked to you,
she focused on you. She had her values and did
not deviate from them. She spoke her mind. She
used every ounce of energy and every breath to
support her husband Martin, to teach her children,
to lead others to Christ, and to further the spread
of God’s word. | never saw for a moment when
Mom was idle unless she was sleeping.

Mom loved to write as you can tell from her
biography in the program (she wrote for the Wom-
an’s Missionary Union, the Baptist Press, and oth-
ers). She thoroughly enjoyed teaching Chinese to
American missionaries in Hong Kong and being ac-
tive at church, especially with the women’s minis-
try. She supported missions with an undying pas-
sion and challenged others to do the same. My
mom received her first handmade Valentine’s card
from a Southern Baptist missionary named Miss

Millie Lovegren. She and Miss Fay Taylor were
among Mom'’s closest missionary friends whom
she met in China and kept in touch with through
the years.

A few personal memories stand out among
others. First and foremost, Mom always impressed
upon me the importance of attending church regu-
larly, learning about God, praying, reading the Bi-
ble, and serving. | don’t think | ever missed a Sun-
day growing up unless | was very ill. She wrote in
the Bible she gave me Psalm 119:105, “Your word
is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path” to re-
mind me to always seek God’s Word for answers
to my questions.

Second, | remember that our home was a
Christ centered home and that it was open to nu-
merous church groups and visitors all the time.
When my parents’ friends would come over, |
could feel the genuineness of their relationships.
One time a missionary friend was visiting my par-
ents. | asked him to color with me in my coloring
book and he was gracious enough to do so. | hap-
pily participated in these fellowship opportunities.
Conversations more often than not centered on
church and God. Prayers were said not only before
meals but also during their time of fellowship and
before the visitors left.

Third, my mom diligently read her Bible and
did her personal daily devotions and prayers each
morning. She had bookcases filled with a wide col-
lection of English and Chinese Christian books that
she often referenced for writing, teaching, and
sharing. She would tell us that she prayed for us
and even after | married she continued to pray for
me, my husband Chris, and later our children, Lau-
ren and Taylor, each and every day. She prayed
daily for my brother Sam, May, and their son Max.
She prayed for our church, the leaders and the
members. She prayed for friends and family near
and far.

Last, Mom used to tell me little stories and
prayed with me before bed when | was in elemen-
tary school. This ritual provided a very secure and
nurturing environment for me growing up that
now as a parent | find myself trying to do the
same.

Mom, | aspire to follow your example. Thank
you for showing me that no matter how hard we
try that we are all imperfect humans. You remind-
ed me to always forgive others just as God forgives
us. You relayed a stark example of forgiveness
when you shared with me about your trip as part

Page 21

WSR2 5EMmM-+—HA The Light of Coral Springs Issue 42




of the Kowloon City Baptist Church delegation attending the Asian Baptist Women’s Union Conference in
lloilo City, Philippines in April 1963. You said that World War Il taught you many important life lessons. You
recounted how everyone had to forgive the Japanese for the atrocities that occurred during World War |l
and to put it behind them no matter how deep the hurt and resentment. God intended us to be one in the
Lord and to work together to spread His Gospel and His love. You shared how the 300 women at the con-
ference cried that night at the campfire in the stillness of the moonlight on the sandy beach in the Philip-
pines and let go of any hardness in their hearts for the Japanese and decided to love the Japanese people
just as Christ loved us. You said you lost your mom to the Japanese and told me about how Dad’s dad was
injured by the Japanese bombing. You expressed to me the fears you faced when you had to flee at a mo-
ment’s notice in the middle of the night while attending university in China because the Japanese were in-
vading and how you managed to get on the last boat back to Hong Kong. In spite of all this, you accepted
and loved the Japanese as children of God. You taught me to forgive.

We can only do our best each day to be what God wants us to be and do it all for His glory and not
our own. Thank you for showing me that marriage isn’t always a fairytale — that it not only takes respect
and work from both sides but also a tremendous amount of prayer to be one in heart for God. Through
your respect for your husband you showed me that you can be submissive to your husband and still be
your own strong woman. Mom and Dad, you both demonstrated that it is possible to love until death do
you part. Over the 63 years of marriage together, the love and care | saw each and every day between you
both was beyond words. Life brought along various trials and tribulations but you both never stopped do-
ing whatever you could to support and love one another. Your love did not waver and your faith in God
gave you strength. You were never afraid because the Lord was with you.

| will hold on to these things that | have learned from your Mom to be strong and not give up.
| will hold on to your perseverance.
| will hold on to your bravery under all circumstances.
| will hold on to your forgiving nature.
| will hold on to your joy and positive outlook.
| will hold on to your sense of inner peace.
| will hold on to your strong work ethic.
| will hold on to your thoughtfulness of others and the kindness that you always showed. Even in
your last days you asked us to serve tea to the visitors.
| will hold on to your giving attitude.
| will hold on to your tenacious support for missionaries.
| will hold on to your continuous desire to serve God.
| will hold on to your love —
your love for God,
your love for your husband, your children, your grandchildren
your love for others.
Most of all | will hold on to your unwavering faith in God. You have taught me over and over to al-
ways place my trust in God through everything that | encounter in life and that He is the One and
only true God who will lead my path to eternity.

What is your legacy? It is all of these things and more. It is something different to each person who
has known you and who was touched by you. You were a precious friend,
grandmother, mother, and wife of influence. Thank you Mom for blessing us
with your life and for loving us. Until | see you again, | will carry a part of you
within me.

N\ =2

Matthew 25:23 states, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” N

I love you Mom! D{(
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From my father’s memorial service:

Life is beautiful. We often hear it said.
Then what is death? Is it beautiful as well?

| had been editing what | planned to say for my mother’s service for over a year. | had been thinking since
my mom went home to the Lord about writing something for my dad but just couldn’t get started. Perhaps
it was because there was a sense of finality to it and | wasn’t prepared for that to happen yet. So yesterday
| sat down in front of my blank paper with my Bible, several inspirational books, and thesaurus and just
stared. | got up and sat back down several times... still no words. | put on music by Michelle Tumes and the
song “Life is Beautiful” came on. That was it. | knew where to start. The lyrics were inspiring me!

Martin Cheung

Cheung Yau Kee

He had love in his life

love from God, from his wife, Phoebe, from his family and friends
More often than not,
| heard him singing adulations to the Lord in our living room
He sang hymns that soothed his soul

He had no mansions on a hillside ’

But he had castles in the sky awaiting him \ (

He had no gold for inheritance £ \\

He had time on his side \

-+-94 years in fact ‘ B
——

What happened during all those years? In the program you can read a brief synopsis of his life. But who
was he really? Through this short passage | hope that you can understand the essence of who my dad was
and how he influenced me and those around him.

My dad’s nature can be characterized as silent and strong. He had many passions but you wouldn’t know it
through conversation because he rarely spoke about himself. You simply had to be around him to EXPERI-
ENCE who he was. He loved the Lord our God and served him faithfully since he was a boy when his father
was a minister for Christ in China. Later in Hong Kong, his circle of friends from choir and fellowship groups
at Kowloon City Baptist Church met often for activities. Some of his lifelong friends, David Lam, Victor
Leung, ... were made at church. It was during this time that he met my mom, Phoebe. They married and
served faithfully for God in Hong Kong, Chicago, and Miami. Dad especially found joy in singing and sang
not only in the choir when he was younger but also continued singing solos for special events at church
through the years. From his spiritual leadership at church and at home, | learned to rely on my faith in God
to sustain and guide me through all circumstances.

My dad loved working outdoors in the garden. He maintained an immaculate patio filled with orchids, a
trimmed yard of tropical fruit trees: mango, lychee, long-on, carambola (star fruit), and a serene, colorful
koi fish pond. He took gentle care of canaries and cockatiels. At night, he carefully covered their cages and
brought them indoors when there was even the slightest chill in the air. For a short while, he even had a
few noisy chickens. | wonder if he was influenced by his mother who had banana trees and chickens at
home when he was young.

Entering the food industry in the US entailed much hard work and dedication. My dad served loyal custom-
ers innumerable pounds of rice cake, roast duck, BBQ pork, and delicious pastries such as moon cake and
winter melon cake. | have fond memories of striking the wooden molds on the stainless steel counters to
make the moon cakes drop into my palm, of folding and stacking white pastry boxes, and of applying force
to tortilla presses to flatten egg custard tart dough. My mom would often pack 20 Ibs. of rice cake for cus-
tomers to take on trips out of town to visit friends. Dad’s passion for cooking was evident at home as well
as he constantly tried new recipes and creatively decorated dishes. You couldn’t visit our house without
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being fed. Even if you were not hungry, you had to eat or take something home. Thank you for teaching
me Chinese hospitality Dad.

Various hardships over the years did not deter my dad from his entrepreneurial goals while his faith in God
kept him grounded. His drive and determination kept him going. When he renewed his license at age 88,
church was one of the few places he would still drive to besides Publix (groceries) and Home Depot. This
past year he often listened to hymns, spoke to calling friends and visitors, and kept up a healthy appetite.
He knew his heart was failing but he didn’t spend time thinking about how weak he was. He focused on
God’s strength. Billy Graham wrote his book Nearing Home when he was 93. In it, he reminded us that God
knows that our strength diminishes as the years pass and that we need to depend on Christ when we grow
weak. He quoted the psalmist in Psalm 73:26, “My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of
my heart and my portion forever.”

Yes, we chose hymns (“I Know Who Holds Tomorrow”, “His Eye Is On The Sparrow”, “Sweeter Than The
Day Before”) our dad favored, but I'd like to tie them together for you. Truly, Dad knew who held tomor-
row. He knew who watched over him. He knew each day was sweeter than the day before. All this he knew
because he knew our Heavenly Father and placed his life in God’s hands. In Corinthians 12:10 we learn that
true joy is derived from dependence on the Lord Jesus. He is the One who supplies our strength in weak-
ness, for when we are weak, He is strong. My dad saw God’s majesty in the beauty of his creations: flow-
ers, birds, fish, people. Isn’t that what makes life so beautiful? It is the ability to EXPERIENCE through our
senses the beauty of each day that the Lord has blessed us with and the beauty in those with whom we
interact and share God’s message. And now we can say, too, that death IS beautiful because as we trust
Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour and seek to follow Him every day, we can fully EXPERIENCE eternity
with our Maker one day. That is my hope and wish for us all.

Thank you Dad for showing me through your actions and attitude that there is beauty in life and death.
Thank you for passing to your children and grandchildren the foundational truths of God’s Word. | love
you. | miss you. | look forward to seeing both you and mom again.

“And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.” Romans 5:2

Mom and Dad, over a year has passed since the Lord called you home. It seems like yesterday. Thank you
for all you were and continue to be in our hearts and in your legacies. Your steadfast faith and conviction in
the Lord has taught us to sing to the Lord and praise Him through all things — even when life has its twists
and turns and the path ahead is blurred. | found so many little notes and reminders to pray when | was go-
ing through your things. | was reminded of the magnitude prayer had on your lives and your total and com-
plete reliance on God. Thank you for impressing on me to trust God one hundred percent. | wish | could
feel the warmth of your hands, but | still sense the compassion of your love.

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Thank you for allowing me to share this very personal remembrance of my
parents with you. For those of you who did not know them, come and see me. | would be happy to share
with you a bit of their life’s journey with the Lord. | hope you have been inspired, even if only a little, to
dive more deeply into God’s Word, to forgive others (Luke 23:34), and to always treat others with respect,
kindness and love (Matthew 7:12). Incessantly seek His will and direction to share God’s love with those in
your life who have yet to know Him so they may enter eternity with God. What you share with others may
impact their lives in ways more than you will ever know.

Note: During the past few years, | received immeasurable peace and understanding from Billy Graham's
book, written at age 93, Nearing Home: Life, Faith, and Finishing Well. | highly recommend it for all ages.
He has since written, at age 96, Where | Am: Heaven, Eternity, and Our Life Beyond. Billy Graham is now
98. Praise God for his faithful ministry!
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EXPERIENCE

HOW does one truly EXPERIENCE?
L I F E: defined by...

Ephemeral relationships
Intangible joys
Fleeting beauty
Transient power
Short-lived wealth

Momentary happiness

LORD, BREAK DOWN our many walls
TOUCH our souls
So we can FEEL with our hearts
TEACH us to follow You always
So we can SHARE Your message
HEAL our hurts
So we can LOVE others
REMOVE the distractions
So we can HEAR Your voice
OPEN our eyes
So we can SEE Your face
FILL us up GOD with Your Spirit
So we can UNDERSTAND Your sacrifice

LORD, PERMEATE our being with Your LOVE
To free usto truly L1V E for YOU

by Karen Oei
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THANK YOU FOR THE CARE PACKAGES

Every November college students are gent care packages filled with
love, food, and letters from KCFC'z children, Thig vear, Miza, Cathy
azlced all of the college gtudents for prayer requests 2o that the
children could pray for them. We are always 20 blezzed to have a
wonderful church family that can pray and encourage us even
though we far aweay from home, Thank vou for always thinking us!

What was your favertte ttem from this year's care packoager

Anita Kwong

Lanren Chan

Tomy Wn

. Caleh Chen
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Eachel Oei

Julia W

Eric Chou

Priscilla Tang

Jordan Zhu, Matthew Zhu, and Caleb Hwee
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Nathan Ma

Yinmei Zhou

Alex Yuen

Alex Ng

Thank you to Ms. Cathy,
Ivy Tam, and all the kid-
dies m KCFC for my
amazmg gift! So blessed
to have a loving church
family back at home

praying for me!

Vincent Huang,
Calvin Chan,
Aaron Wong,
and Shang Chen
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Adrienne Lam

Wendy Hwang

Thank you so much for the care package!! It
means a lot to me especially since I am still trying
to adjust to my new job & lifestyle in Dallas. My
favorite item would always have to be the toilet
paper roll, just because it has saved me soooo
many times!!!

Victor Chen

Thank you for the care packages! My favorite item
1s the bubble wrap.

Alison Li

Thanks so much for putting love and care for as-

sembly of these packages I am reminded the
power of Christ can serve one another, which 1s
an extension of God’s call for accountability and Florence Xiong
his choice of choosing and loving his children.

Daniel Hsu
I'd like to say thank you to the kids of KCFC for

preparing these packages for us and keeping us 1n
their prayers. It's great to see that everyone still
thinks about us and gave some thought to the

things we need 1n college.

Russell Zhou

Thanks for the care package!

Thank you KCFC for sending us our care packages!

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

Romans 15: 13
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Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and
the life. He who believes in me will live, even
though he dies; and whoever lives and believes
in'me will never die. Do you believe this?”
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